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October 2015 

 

 

Dear High School Counselor, 

Welcome to the annual Fall High School Counselors workshop series, a partnership effort of the California 

Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (CASFAA) and the California Student Aid Commission 

(Commission). CASFAA is an all-volunteer organization of California college and university financial aid 

administrators, and the California Student Aid Commission is the principal state agency that administers 

Cal Grant and other federal and state-funded financial aid, and is the processor of the California Dream 

Act Application. 

Our 2015 High School Counselors Workshop series consists of 21 half-day workshops offered between 

October 14, 2015 and November 20, 2015. Many counselors, advisors, and staff from California high 

schools have registered to take part in this annual workshop. 

CASFAA provides training on federal and state financial aid applications and processes as well as other 

aid available for students. The CASFAA High School Relations Committee works with our college financial 

aid administrators, Commission staff, and supporting partners like Educational Credit Management 

Corporation (ECMC) to offer training to high school counselors and staff. 

Our workshop will inform you of new FAFSA and Cal Grant changes and Dream Application updates. You 

will also learn about the Middle Class Scholarship and the many resources available to assist you in 

helping your students. 

This packet contains the slide presentation offered at today’s workshop and a web resource list with 

specific links to references that will assist you throughout the year.  

Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to join us for training today. We appreciate your 

dedication and all of the hard work you do for students. We look forward to an informative and fun 

workshop series. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Catalina Mistler, Chief of Program 

Administration and Services Division  

California Student Aid Commission 

  

 

 

 

 

   Anafe Robinson, Co-Chair 

CASFAA High School Relations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Schroeder, Co-Chair 

CASFAA High School Relations
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Agenda 
 

8:00 am – 8:30 am           On-site check-in/Welcome 

 

8:30 am – 9:00 am           Cal Grant and Q & A 

 

9:00 am – 9:10 am           Break 

 

9:10 am – 9:40 am           Middle Class Scholarship 

Program and Q&A 

 

9:40 am – 9:50 am           Break  

 

9:50 am – 10:35 am         Resources & Dream Act 

Application and Q&A 

 

10:35 am - 10:45 pm        Break 

 

10:45 am – 11:45 pm       Federal & FAFSA updates 

 

11:45 pm - 12:00 pm        Q & A and Wrap-up 

 

12:00 pm                         END 

 

  



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 2 
 

 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 3 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 4 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 5 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 6 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 7 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 8 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 9 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 10 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 11 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 12 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 13 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 14 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 15 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 16 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 17 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 18 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 19 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 20 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 21 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 22 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 23 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 24 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 25 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 26 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 27 
 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 28 
 

 

 



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 29 
 

 

 

  



2015 California High School Counselors Workshop Guide                                 30 
 

  

Federal Updates & The FAFSA 
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Resources 
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Federal Student Aid 
 

I. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  
The application used by nearly all colleges and universities to determine eligibility for federal, 
state, and college-sponsored financial aid including grants, loans, and work-study program.  
www.fafsa.gov  

 
II. Questions about completing the FAFSA 

www.fafsa.ed.gov/help.htm 

 

III. U.S. Department of Education Glossary 
Need assistance understanding terms used while completing the FAFSA?  These online glossary 
sites will be a great resource.  
studentaid.gov/sa/glossary  
www.nasfaa.org/glossary.aspx 
 

IV. National Student Aid Profile 

www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2015_national_profile.pdf 

 

State Financial Aid 
 

V. Cal Grant GPA Verification Form 

www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1177 

 

VI. High School Financial Aid Basics and Resources 

www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=983 

 

VII. WebGrants 4 Students 

www.webgrants4students.org 

 
VIII. Cal Grant Resources:  

www.calgrants.org/ 

 

IX. California Chafee Grant  

www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/  

 

X. CA Dream Act Application 

www.caldreamact.org/ 

Scholarships References 
 

XI. Fastweb – Online resource for finding scholarships to help pay for school. 
Access to online resources to download and print. 
www.fastweb.com 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/glossary
http://www.nasfaa.org/glossary.aspx
http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2015_national_profile.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1177
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=983
http://www.webgrants4students.org/
http://www.calgrants.org/
https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.caldreamact.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
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Special Circumstances & Populations References 
 

XII. Scholarships For Military Families  
studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/scholarships-for-military.pdf  

 
XIII. Unaccompanied Youth Toolkit for High School Counselors and McKinney-Vento Liaisons 

www.naehcy.org/toolkit-high-school-counselors 
 

XIV. Students in Unique Situations: Tips for Completing the FAFSA 
www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/unique_situations_tip_sheet.pdf 

 

Other Information References 
 

XV. The Selective Service System 
www.sss.gov/ 
 

XVI. Tax Benefits for Education: Information Center 
www.irs.gov/uac/Tax-Benefits-for-Education:-Information-Center  

 
XVII. CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE – Student Guide 

professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/PROFILE_Student_Guide.pdf  
 

XVIII. Student Aid and Identity Theft  
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oig/misused/idtheft.pdf  

 
XIX. College Fee Waiver for Veteran Dependents  

www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/College-Fee-Waiver.aspx  
 
 
 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/scholarships-for-military.pdf
http://www.naehcy.org/toolkit-high-school-counselors
http://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/unique_situations_tip_sheet.pdf
https://www.sss.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Tax-Benefits-for-Education:-Information-Center
https://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/PROFILE_Student_Guide.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oig/misused/idtheft.pdf
https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/College-Fee-Waiver.aspx

